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Open Call 2025 for Drug Discovery Projects
*
Drug Discovery Projects
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New identified targets often originate from academic research. Barriers to translation will be lowered by bringing best practices from industry into academic settings. Thus, this template provides guidelines for the assessment of a new collaboration for early-drug discovery projects and serves as a support for the creation of a robust preclinical data package.  

OUT OF SCOPE
The following herein described projects shall not be selected for evaluation under the Open Call:
Fundamental research projects without a clear definition of activity aimed to generate an Asset to be transferred to the society as a solution to an identified unmet clinical need.
Projects presenting assets without possibility to generate new IP, such as those based on existing IP, subject to pre-existing commitments, lacking novelty, or focused on early-stage discovery and hypothesis generation. 
Translational projects on development of diagnostic tools (biomarkers, diagnostic tests, etc.), medical devices, tissue engineering and biomaterials and health digital tools.


SUMMARY OF RULES
Deadline for Applications: April 30th, 2025 (17:00 GMT).
Please submit your application at www.accelbio.pt. Project proposals must be prepared using the AccelBio Open Call 2025 application form template and uploaded in .pdf format in the dedicated online form at www.accelbio.pt.
In the online application form, the Project leader must also submit an official document from the Applicant Institution stating its support to the application.
You will receive an email acknowledging receipt of your application within five working days of submission. Should you have not received confirmation by then please contact the CoLAB AccelBio at geral@accelbio.pt.
It is prohibited to remove sections or change the application form template. Incomplete or adulterated applications will be rejected.
In case multiple applications are submitted for the same project proposal, only the latest submitted proposal will be considered for evaluation.
The entire proposal should be written in English.
For the Open Call Guidelines, please refer to the Rules for Participation and Guidelines for Evaluation.
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SUMMARY 
PROJECT LEADER:

BENEFICIARY INSTITUTION:

PROJECT TITLE:

ACRONYM:

SELECT THE THERAPEUTIC AREA THAT BEST SUITS YOUR PROPOSAL (SELECT ONE)
___ ONCOLOGY
___ NEUROSCIENCES
___ INFECTIOUS DISEASES
___ IMMUNOLOGY
___ METABOLISM
___ CARDIOVASCULAR

PROJECT DEVELOPMENTAL STAGE (SELECT ONE)
___ TARGET VALIDATION (demonstrate that the target is directly involved in a disease process and that modulation of it is likely to have a therapeutic effect) 
___ HIT IDENTIFICATION (define new composition of matter by linking a chemical structure/biological to modulation of the target) 
___ LEAD OPTIMIZATION (drug-like molecule active in primary and secondary assays with acceptable specificity and selectivity for the target)
___ ADMET (absorption, distribution, metabolism, excretion, and toxicity)

ABSTRACT
» Briefly describe the need or problem to be solved, your project/asset and how your project/asset/team will contribute to solve this problem / unmet need (500 characters, no spaces).
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PROJECT EXCELLENCE
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR PROJECT/ASSET:
» Describe your project/asset (500 characters, no spaces).

SCIENTIFIC RATIONALE:
» Explain the scientific excellence and originality of the project/asset in the context of the state-of-the-art (1000 characters, no spaces). In addition, please indicate up to10 literature references related to the topic (These references .will not count towards the character limit, so for simplification of character counting they should be referenced as numbers and be placed at the end of the text section).

SUPPORTING DATA:  
» Describe the preliminary data that supports the hypothesis and the scientific approach of your idea. The Figures and tables deemed necessary to support the understanding of the data should be added as an annex to this document, with a limit of 3 pages. Please indicate what experimental models were used and if you have any human-based data (5000 characters, no spaces). Please note applications not appending the described supporting data shall be rejected and shall not be considered for evaluation.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
» Describe the project's aims and objectives, focusing on how to achieve them, and explain how these efforts go beyond the current state-of-the-art. (2000 characters, no spaces).
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PROJECT IMPACT
NEED OR PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: 
» Provide a description of the unmet clinical need(s) you anticipate the Asset(s) may address. Please specify the potential primary clinical indication. Please describe if the target is novel, or if it has been previously therapeutically modulated. If applicable, include information on any existing tool compounds or approved drugs known to modulate the target (2500 characters, no spaces).

INNOVATION:
» Provide a description of how this project and its anticipated Asset(s) may shift the current research or clinical practice to address the unmet clinical need(s). Describe how this project aims to pursue novel targets, mechanisms, and pathways, highlighting its unique position within a competitive and differentiated current therapeutic landscape and its anticipated success. (2500 characters, no spaces).

ANTICIPATED SOCIETAL IMPACT:
» Explain how the project has the potential to enhance individuals' quality of life, foster social progress, and contribute to human development (2000 characters, no spaces).
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PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION


 PROJECT MILESTONES, AND METHODOLOGY:
»  Outline the primary milestones expected to be achieved within the 18-month project duration and briefly describe the scientific approach and methodology that will be employed to effectively achieve them(2500 characters, no spaces).

COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH TRANSLATION:
» What are the key challenges you anticipate your project/asset(s) may face during the translation phase of a drug discovery program? How can AccelBio’s mission and capabilities help address these challenges, and which specific resources would be most valuable for advancing your identified objectives? ((2500 characters, no spaces). For more information on our capabilities, please refer to AccelBio's catalogue of capabilities.

MITIGATION PLAN:
» Please indicate the critical risks for implementation of the project and proposed mitigation measures.
Table 1: Risk-mitigation measures
	Milestone
	Description of the risk
	Proposed risk-mitigation measures

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




GANTT CHART:
» Please provide a Gantt chart for the project duration (18-months), including the milestones previously defined.
ETHICS:
» Describe possible ethical considerations related to the project. Justify the rationale behind the use of human samples and/or data, or animal models (1000 characters, no spaces). 
For human samples/data:
» Do you plan to use human samples or/and data from an approved tissue bank, biobank, or any other repository in this research proposal?
[image: Stop outline]Yes
[image: Stop outline]No
» If you replied “Yes” to the last question, do you have an approved ethical project and signed informed consent forms from human subjects or patients for the use of their samples in this research proposal?
[image: Stop outline]Yes
[image: Stop outline]No

AVAILABLE INFRASTRUCTURE 
» Please provide information on the available infrastructure and tools available at the primary laboratory and/or research institute to support the project (1500 characters, no spaces).
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TEAM
PROJECT LEADER’S EXPERIENCE AND EXPERTISE:
» Describe the capabilities of the project leader that would contribute to the development of the project. If applicable, list other affiliations other than your primary institution(1500 characters). 

COMPLEMENTARITY OF THE TEAM MEMBERS:
» Provide details of the team member’s profile, previous experience, and dedication and commitment to the project. Describe how they are relevant and complementary for its successful execution (1500 characters, no spaces). Please note that due to the short laboratory tenure of MSc students, they cannot be considered as team members. Only human resources with secured funding for their salaries and an estimated tenure in the lab of at least 2 years from the project submission should be included. 


Table 2 - Team members (add extra lines for each team member). Besides the Principal Leader, please add an asterisk (*) next to the team member who will be the primary contact with the AccelBio translation team.

	Full name
	Name Acronym
	Job title
	Institute
	Email

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	





FOR EACH OF THE INDICATED TEAM MEMBERS IN THE TABLE, AND USING THE DEFINED ACRONYM NAME, SPECIFY PROFILE EXPERIENCE  AND DEIDICATION TO THE PROJECT (1000CHARACTERS, NO SPACES):


IS THE PROJECT BEING DEVELOPED BY OTHER INSTITUTIONS (CO-PIS)? IF SO, PLEASE SPECIFY
» Please indicate if the project is being co-developed by other institutions. List the researchers involved and the role of each (500 characters, no spaces). 
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FINANCIAL RESOURCES
BUDGET
» Define and justify the project budget, ensuring that the allocation (maximum €50K budget) is strictly for consumables and services necessary for project translation. All services and consumables must be procured by AccelBio and delivered to the beneficiary institution. Failure to indicate a properly justified budget allocation will result in the project being rejected and not selected for evaluation.
Table 3 – Project budget.
	Milestones
	Total Costs (€)
	Justification
(500 characters, no spaces)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




GRANTS/OTHER FUNDING
» Please indicate if: 
the development of the preliminary results was supported by a grant or contract (if yes, please specify):

there are currently sponsored research agreements related to the project (if yes, please specify):
 
this project is the subject of a pending grant (if yes, please specify):

the primary laboratory has sufficient additional funding to financially support essential operations and human resources necessary to achieve the proposed milestones (if yes, please specify):


DECLARATIONS
PRIOR OBLIGATIONS:
» Please indicate if there are any agreements/obligations in place that are relevant to the project? Please specify (MTA, NDA, collaboration agreement, consortium agreement, other).

PUBLICATIONS:
» Please indicate if:
there is any prior disclosure related to the project:

the need to publish scientific results (including abstracts, public lectures, manuscripts) will put any patent application at risk (and prohibit successful out-licensing):

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
» Please indicate if there are any patents related to the project (either by your group or by others). If yes, please specify the protection status.
[Escreva aqui]
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